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© 1967 Saul Steinberg. From THE INSPECTOR
(Viking Press). Originally in The New Yorker.
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The Lrone Age

f an unseen hand has touched it

Everything in this room has turned to stone
with a magic wand. The man, the lion and the candle flame are frozen in a state
of motionlessness. Soft things — the animal’s fur, the man’s coat, the tablecloth
and the fruit in the bowl - have become as hard as stone. An eerie stillness

spreads over the picture.

Can a stone be as light as a cloud ?

“How can I paint a stone so that it is worth showing ?" Magritte asked himself.
When a completely normal stone floais like a cloud over the sea, it suddenly

'(ll 1p(r;lrs in Ltrr('.s[ing and IIlJ\'ST(‘.ﬁl)IlS.



so Les ldées claires nes)
Hail
Signature dans be bas &

toile, 30 5 o
e : Magrise
Titre, autre date ef signalure su revers

“ollection privie. oS85

s La Bataille de I'Argonne oesm)
Halle sur wibe, g0 x

Signature dans be bas i dreite : Magritie

Titre au revers

Collection privée, Belgique. oa 84






s Découverte g

Husile sur toile, 85 x 5

Signature dan

droite - Magritie

Tivre au revers
Musées royaux des Beaus-Aris de Belgique, Bravelles,
r, ggll, bnv. iz, cnaly

legs Iréme Scuienaire-H,




